
2016-2017 Year in Review 
Quick Facts 

   The district adopted a 

comprehensive assessment 

system to identify at-risk 

students and provided     

targeted interventions.  

 This system included    

quarterly benchmarks and 

regular common formative 

assessments.  

Lifelong Literacy 

 All pre-K through 12th grade teachers 

provided opportunities for writing 

across the curriculum based on grade 

level.  

 Teachers in K-5 classrooms provided 

a minimum of 90 minutes of core    

literacy instruction each day.            

Additional interventions and            

enrichment are provided for those 

students  who are not meeting    

standards or who have demonstrated 

mastery.  

 Central office administrators, 

principals, instructional coaches, 

and teachers aligned professional 

development with district-wide 

reading goals; alignment included 

literacy in the content areas,       

instructional strategies that      

supported literacy, and                

assessments which determined 

progress. 

 Targeted professional development  

was provided to upper  elementary 

grades to support the transition from 

learning to read to critical and rigorous 

analysis of written work. 

 Instructional coaches examined 

data, shared instructional   

strategies, and revised             

calendars to support teachers  

in meeting the needs of all          

students.  

   Each school provided     

opportunities for family  

and student literacy         

involvement.  



 Targeted professional development was provided to upper              

elementary grades to support the transition from learning to read to 

critical and rigorous analysis of written work. 

 Job-embedded professional 

development was provided to 

administrators. 

 Reading strategies such as 

Walls that Teach and graphic 

organizers are used in           

elementary schools and are 

emerging in secondary 

schools. 

NC Pre-K and Head Start      

classrooms were in five of seven 

elementary schools in the     

county.  Kindergarten, Head 

Start and NC Pre-K teachers 

shared literacy expectations     

formally and informally on a   

daily basis.   

All teachers employed a           

balanced literacy approach,   

designed to develop effective 

communication skills through 

daily reading, writing, speaking 

and listening activities. 

Lifelong Literacy is one of six priorities identified in the 

Alexander County  Schools 2015-2018 Strategic Plan.  

https://www.alexander.k12.nc.us/strategicplan 

 In preschool, children had the oppor-

tunity to meet Jeffery Scott Linney, a 

Taylorsville native and 1982 graduate 

of Alexander Central High School.  He 

is the author of “The Amazing Foot 

Book.” Each child received a free book. 

 Head Start provided opportunities for children to engage in many 

literacy-based activities. Students were able to take books home eve-

ry week and to work with a one-on-one volunteer.  Students also ob-

tained a library card at the end of the year and were able to start a 

personal library by keeping five to seven books at the end of the 

year.    


